Forestry and Natural Resources

Unit 11:  Upland Game Bird Production and Management

Core Area: Forestry and Natural Resources

Unit 11: Upland Game Bird Production and Management

Lessons:

Lesson 1:
An Overview of the Game Bird Business

Lesson 2:
Steps in Raising Game Birds

Lesson 3:
Processing Game Birds

Performance Standards:

7.6 Wildlife and Waterfowl


Students will understand the importance of wildlife including indigenous and migratory species, their physical and behavioral characteristics, habitat, and management.
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Unit 11: Upland Game Bird Production and Management

Lesson 1:  An Overview of the Game Bird Business

Duration: Two Hours
Students will be able to:

1. Explain the major factors to consider when starting a game bird business.

2. List the facilities needed to start a business.

3. Identify the advantages and disadvantages of purchasing the birds at different ages. 

Suggested Learning Activities:

11.1A
Gamebird Business Plan - Students develop a business plan for a game bird production facility.

Teaching Outline

I.
Overview of the game bird business

A.  Why raise game birds?

1.  As a hobby

2.
Sale of eggs, day old chicks, started chicks, or mature birds

B.  Who purchases game birds?

1.  Hobbyists

2.  Restaurants

3.  Hunting preserves

4.
Government agencies

C.  Sources of game birds

1.  A license is required to keep game birds; the California Department of Fish and Game issues licenses

2.  Decide upon the species (pheasant, quail, partridge, dove or other) and the strains (meat or flight)

3.  The California Department of Fish and Game has a list of licensed domesticated game breeders having stock for sale

4.
County agricultural extension persons may be able to help locate birds of your choice

D.  Stages at which a person may start in the business

1.  Purchase mature breeders and produce your own fertile eggs

2.  Purchase fertile eggs

3.  Start with day old chicks

4.
Purchase ‘started’ game birds

E.
Advantages and disadvantages of each stage

1.
Hatching eggs

a.
Introduce new bloodlines

b.
Minimize introduction of disease

c.  Incubation requires special handling procedures

2.
Day old chicks

a.
May be shipped safely (they have sufficient food for 72 hours from egg yolk)

b.  Most popular method of starting a flock

3.
Started chicks

a.
Age one to twelve weeks

b.
Higher priced and harder to ship than day olds

c.
Require less expensive investment in housing and equipment

d.
Past the stage of needed constant attention

e.  Low mortality rate

4.  Mature birds

a. 
This is the least popular methods for large scale operations since one must learn all specialized skills of breeding, egg gathering, incubation, hatching, and brooding all at once

F.  Facilities needed depend upon the scope of the operation

1.
Starter birds require cages and pens

a.
Chukar and quail can be grown successfully inside wire cages

i. One square foot/bird for choker

ii. One half square foot/bird for quail 

b.
Growing and breeding stock for larger game birds need outside pens

i. Exotic ornamental game birds require more space for proper feathering

ii. Ground cover increases the potential number of birds in a pen

iii. General rule for pheasants is 25 to 30 square feet/bird

2.
Incubation, hatching, and brooding operations require more space and more expensive equipment (larger investment)
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