






















Mathematics/Manipulatives 

for all kinds of things, from children's height to 
'" ,.. -

the length and width of furniture to the length 

of ribbon streamers for a dance activity. 


• Comparison 	 Graphing is a way to combine 
counting and measurement to make concrete 
mathematical comparisons. A week calendar 
could be transformed into a weather graph, 
with sunny days compared with cloudy days. 
Another graph could compare the number of 

boys to the number of girls 
in the class. On any given 
day, numbers of children 
wearing certain colors could 
be graphed. Other topics include favorite foods, pets, 
lost teeth, birthdays, and shoe sizes. 

• Time Children can construct simple time-measuring 
devices such as a drip clock. A clear plastic bottle (such 
as a soda bottle) works well for this project. The teacher 
makes a small hole in the bottom, and suspends the 
bottle over a container to catch the drips. At regular 
intervals (preferably short,like one minute), she and the 

children note and mark how much water has dripped out. The bottle then 
can be used to time such regular classroom activities as transition time or 
to time how long each child may play with a coveted toy. 

• Geometry 	 An excellent activity for discovering the 
properties of geometric shapes is a teacher-made nail 
board. Small nails are pounded part-way into a square 
board to form a grid. Using rubber bands stretched from 
nail to nail, children can experiment with the construction 
of various shapes. Different colors of rubber bands allow 
overlap and comparison of shapes. 

Summary 

Early experiences with math concepts build the foundation for higher-level 
mathematical thinking. Using mathematical thinking to solve concrete, 
everyday problems will give children confidence in their mathematical skills. A 
strong foundation in math ensures that, as adults, they will be able to apply 
mathematical knowledge in practical situations as well as use that knowledge 
to participate successfully in the technologically complex global community. 
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