
MMUSE 151/851: MASTERWORKS CHORUS SYLLABUS 

Spring 2012   Virginia Colla and Richard J. Colla, Instructors: collav@mjc.edu or 
collar@mjc.edu or (403-5282 Richard’s Cell) 
Website:   http://virtual.yosemite.cc.ca.us/collar/ 

MUSIC 154 – Masterworks Chorus - Catalog Course Description 

A choral ensemble for all levels of singers.  
Study and performance of either one large scale work orprogram of shorter choral works, drawn from the 
standard repertoire of classical, folk, and popular music. Public performances required. Four completions 
allowed. Laboratory. (MJC Activities) - Transfer: CSU UC(CC MUSIC 66) 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon each successful completion of this course, the student will be better able to… 

 Sing accurately and with appropriate style one voice part in combination with the other parts in a set of choral 
compositions. 

 Make a positive contribution to the ensemble through active participation in regular rehearsals. 
 Study, rehearse and perform in public a variety of choral repertoire. 

 Be an active advocate of music in society. 

Audition/Placement  

Potential Choir members must complete an audition/placement prior to enrollment. The audition will consist of the 

following: 

 Vocal exercises to determine vocal range. 
 Singing a series of pitches played on the piano to determine tonal memory skills 
 Possibly singing a commonly known melody to determine vocal ability. 

Required Materials 

The following are required at all rehearsals in order to receive participation credit: 

 Black 3-ring binder 
 Sharp pencil 
 Water bottle (optional) 
 Scores (checked out in class) 

The following attire is required for performance: 

 Men: tuxedo (black bow tie, tux jacket, tux pants, socks, dress shoes, white tux shirt): Approximate cost: $110 (plus shoes) 
 Women: black formal dress (floor length - 2 inches from floor with shoes), black dress shoes:  
 Men and Women: long hair should be worn up, no perfume or cologne, no distracting jewelry 
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Grading 

The following criteria determine your grade as well as the success of the ensemble: 

Attendance and punctuality are required and recorded at all rehearsals and performances. One unexcused 

absence (rehearsal) is allowed per semester. A second absence will result in a lowered grade. After four 

absences, you may be considered a drop. Three tardies equal one absence. If you miss a dress rehearsal, your 

grade will be lowed by one letter grade. If you miss any performance, you will fail the class. 

In the event of serious illness or University-sponsored activity prevent you from attending a rehearsal, please 

call or e-mail the instructor in advance. Written documentation (doctor’s excuse or note from instructor) of the 

reason for an absence is required. Even if you cannot sing, you are expected to attend rehearsals (as a non-

singer). Bring your pencil and take notes in your music. 

Effort during rehearsals (attentiveness, creativity, sight-reading, memorization, and vocal skills) and ability to 

perform your own part. You may be asked to demonstrate your part by yourself or in small groups (octets).   

Rehearsal and Performance Schedule 

A Choral and Vocal Extravaganza: Concert Choir, Chamber Choir, Masterworks and selected soloists 

 Dress Rehearsal: Tuesday, April 10, 2012: 7:00  – 9:30 PM – Trinity United Presbyterian 

Church, 1600 Carver Rd. Modesto 

 Performance: Choral and Vocal Extravaganza - Sunday, April 15, 2012: Call time is 1:30 PM 

and Performance is at 3:00 PM: Trinity United Presbyterian Church 

 Dress Rehearsal: Tuesday, April 17, 2012: 7:00 – 9:30 PM - MJC Recital Hall 

 Performance: Choral and Vocal Extravaganza - Friday, April 20, 2012: Call time is 6:30 PM 

and Performance is at 7:30 PM: MJC Auditorium. 

At least two weeks notice will be given if changes occur or other performances are added 

Information Update 

It is important that each student fill out the placement sheet. This sheet will be made available during placement meetings or 

on the first day of class. 

 


